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in which he charged the majority 


A BLISTERING minority report to the general findings of the 
McClellan Committee was filed by Sen. Pat McNamara (D-Mich.) 


the entire labor movement for the sins of a few.” 


of the committee “had damned 


‘Bottom Is Close’—Ike 


Action on 


Congress Puts Off 


Congress headed toward its final week before Easter recess 
with no break foreseeable in the solid bipartisan lineup against 
immediate tax cuts and with the scope and nature of job-creating 
public works projects still uncertain. 

As available economic indicators carried storm warnings of 


Tax Cut 


continued trouble and as both the'> 
AFL-CIO and business groups 
urged action on tax cuts, Pres. 
Eisenhower cheerfully announced 


Ike Urges Public 
To Hunt Bargains 


Commenting that “many 
people” are holding off au- 
tomobile purchases in the 
hope of an excise tax cut, 
a reporter asked Pres. Eisen- 
hower whether he thought 
any such cut should be “ret- 
roactive.” 

The President declined at 
‘his news conference to an- 
swer directly but said there 
is a “great field for expan- 
sion of business by better 
salesmanship.” 

“We have got great sav- 
ings,” he said. “I believe 
that we have got to offer 
things in a better-packaged 
way, we’ve got to do better 
advertising, and above all 
things let the public buy 
when they think they are get- 
ting a bargain and not wor- 
rying about what is going 
to be the possible future of 
‘some possible future action.” 


that the “bottom is certainly close” 
in the “downward movement” and 
that his own feeling was “we are 
going through the worst of it right 
now.” 


Won’t Be ‘Stampeded’ 

“If we go frantic on this, like 
some people wanted to do on 
Sputnik, we can be doing the 
wrong thing,” the President told 
a news conference as he_explained 
that he and Democratic congres- 
sional leaders didn’t want to be 
“stampeded” into tax cuts. 

On the affirmative side, the Ad- 
ministration and Congress move 
in these ways: 

@ Eisenhower in a special mes- 
sage to Congress asked about $600 
million for loans to the states to 
provide a 50 percent extension in 
the state-imposed duration of un- 
employment compensation. 

@ The Senate prepared to pass 
the Gore federal highway bill au- 
thorizing $600 million in new 
funds for road construction in the 
fiscal year beginning July 1. De- 
spite Administration opposition to 
the program as “too big,” its en-, 
actment by Congress was consid- 
ered certain. 


AFL-CIO Clean-up Ignored: mars 


ys 


Backs Bills 


wy 


In Probe 


unions, management or both and 


Labor Hits Bias _ | 


By Willard Shelton 
The McClellan special Senate committee completed its first year 
of work with a report calling for legislation in five areas involving 


promptly labeled it “little more than a publicity-seeking document” 
which despite “qualifiers” had the “net effect” of indicting “the 


~ 


Report 


-AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany’ 


entire labor movement for the sins 
of a few.” 

The report, signed by all mem- 
bers of the committee except Sen. 
Pat McNamara (D-Mich.), charged 
that $10 million was “stolen or 
misused” by officials of five unions. 
It promised further legislative pro- 
posals to meet “significant,” “wide- 
spread” or “flagrant” impropri- 
eties and abuses by unions or 
management. 

‘Meany Raps Sensationalism 
Meany said the document was 
a “disgraceful example of the use 
of sensationalism” and asserted 
that “anti-labor bias is inherent” 
in the accusations hurled in a field 
that “deserves a mature, sober 
analysis—not a press agent’s re- 
lease.” 

He said the effect of the re- 
port was to “ignore the great 
strides labor has made to clean 
its own house” and declared that 
the publication, added to the 
“committee’s disgraceful parti- 
san maneuvers” in its hearings 
on the Auto Workers strike at 
the Kohler Co., “raises grave 
doubts as to the impartiality, 
objectivity and integrity of its 
future ions.” 

“The AFL-CIO,” he said, “is 
going to continue its own cam- 
paign for a clean labor move- 
ment.” 

The report was filed with the 
Senate by Committee Chairman 
John L..McClellan (D-Ark.) with 
the backing of two other Demo- 
crats and all four Republicans. 

The Democrats were Senators 
John F. Kennedy (Mass.) and 
Sam J. Ervin, Jr. (N. C.) Repub- 
licans were Committee Vice Chair- 
man Irving M. Ives (N. Y.) and 
Senators Barry Goldwater (Ariz.), 
Karl Mundt (S. D.) and Carl T. 
Curtis (Neb.). 

In 453 pages the report sum- 
marized its hearings and findings, 
made a special finding castigating 
leadership. of the AFL-CIO-ex- 
pelled Teamsters Union and its 
former Pres. Dave Beck and Pres. 
James R. Hoffa, and listed the 
committee’s legislative recom- 
mendations. d 

Eleven “overall conclusions” 
were reached, seven involving 
unions alone, one involving man- 
agement alone, three covering - 
labor-management relations. 

Study of primarily five inter- 
national unions, the committee 


@ Senate Republicans voted 17 
- (Continued on Page 2) 


said, revealed “significant lack of|. 


Reuther _ 
Rips Kohler 


OnViolence 


The Auto» Workers strike at 
the Kohler Co. occurred and has 
continued because the company 
flagrantly violated “the letter and 
the spirit” of the law, UAW Pres. 
Walter P. Reuther charged be- 
fore the McClellan Committee. 
Appearing as the final witness 
after three Republican senators had 
protracted for nearly five weeks 
testimony centering on alleged 
“violence” by strikers, Reuther de- 
clared the whole “tragic” conflict 
arose from “the human emotional 
background” of the company’s long 
record of anti-union antagonism. 

“I do not condone violence 
no matter who is responsible nor 
how severe the provocation,” he 
said. 

“I have been on the receiving 
end” of beatings, bombings, at- 


No. 13 


New Laws 


On Funds 


Safeguards 


“It would be criminal” for 


Congress to pass laws weakening 


unions and punishing union 
members “who are the victims of 
crooks”. by stripping unions of 
“their rights and powers,” AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany told 
the Kennedy Senate subcommit- 


§ 


“We in the labor movement 
have been shamed,” Meany de- 
clared, by violations of trust, and 
“there is a need for some legis- 
lation.” , 

But “punitive legislation” ad- 

vocated by men whose “sole 
desire is to destroy” the labor 
movement “is not and never 
will be justified,” he warned. 
“The self-regulatory steps” of 
the AFL-CIO will “prove far 
more effective” than legislation 
proposed by those “who do not 
understand the problems of 
workers or the operations of a 
trade union.” 

Meany gave this summation as 
he completed a detailed analysis of 
bills sponsored by the Adminis- 
tration and by Sen. John F. Ken- 
nedy (D-Mass.) to fill four of the 
“areas” in which the McClellan 
special Senate committee claimed 
legislation was desirable. 

As the spotlight of attention 
moved from the McClellan unit to 
the standing Kennedy subcommit- 
tee with jurisdiction over actual 
legislation, the AFL-CIO president 


(Continued on Page 8) 


in March. 


slow decline in contrast to the 


(Continued on Page 3) 


March Upturn Fizzles, 
Unemployment Rises 


By Saul Miller 
The hope for a seasonal drop in unemployment that has dictated 
the “go-slow” approach to the recession has failed to materialize 


Initial claims for unemployment benefits are levelling off in a 


sharp drop a year ago. In the 


4-week period ending Mar. 15 
initial claims were almost doub 
the number in 1957. 
Total insured unemployment 
has risen over 300,000, or 10 
percent, between the weeks of 
Feb. 8, 1957 and Mar. 8, 1958. 
For the week of Feb. 8 total. 
insured unemployment was 70 
percent higher than a year ago; 
| for the week of Mar. 8 the in- 
crease in joblessness was 90 per- 
cent over the same week in 1957, 
Economists generally were pre- 
dicting that the March unemploy- 
ment figures to be released in mid- 
April will show a further increase 
in unemployment. 
Pres. Eisenhower has declared 


(Continued on Page 8) 


that the Administration’s decision 


on a tax cut would be made on the 
basis of the March figures. He 
had expressed hope for a seasonal 
upturn in the spring. Other GOP 
leaders have talked of waiting un- 
til mid-May. 
The depth of the recession— 
the worst since. the end of World 
War Ii—was further underscored 
by a new report from the Com- 
merce Dept. on the decline in plant 
and equipment spending by busi- 
ness, showing that the drop in 
new projects is much greater than 
the drop in anticipated total spend- 
ing. 
Meanwhile the Bureau of La- 
bor Statistics reported that liv- 
ing costs reached a new all-time 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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roma NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 1958 


A RIGHT-TO-EAT LAW for school teachers was passed by the 
Massachusetts Legislature at the behest of the Teachers and here is 
~ being signed by Acting Gov. Robert F. Murphy (left). His smiling 
audience is made up of (left to right) Intl. Rep. Sally Parker of the 


Teachers; Kenneth J. Kelley, secretary-treasurer and legislative) 


agent of the Massachusetts Federation of Labor, and Martha O’Neil, 


Teachers’ legislative representative. 


The new law requires that 


teachers be given at least 30 minutes, free of all duties, for lunch. 


Meany Bids Ike Sign 
Bill to Aid Farmers 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany has urged Pres. Eisenhower to]; 
sign the bill passed by Congress which would forbid Agriculture 
Sec. Ezra Taft Benson from cutting farmers’ income an estimated 
$500 million this year by reducing price supports. 


The bill, earlier approved by 
Senate without change and sent 
to the White House. It would 
freeze both farm price support and 
acreage allotment minimums at 
their present levels for one year. 

“Simple justice and economic 

wisdom would be served by this 
action to prevent further drop 
in farmers’ income,” Meany said 
in a telegram to the President. 


Pointing out that farm income 
has declined by about one-third in 
the last nine years, Meany said 
that “declining farm income is a 
definite forerunner of a decline of 
the economy as a whole.” He 
added that any further drop in 
farm income at this time “would 
still further depress our present fal- 
tering economy. Until and unless 
other solutions to farmers’ prob- 
lems are developed, present price 
supports should not be reduced.” 


Repudiates Benson Policies 

Congressional approval of the 
“freeze” measure, which, in effect, 
repudiates Administration farm pol- 
icies, left Eisenhower confronted 
with an explosive election year veto 
decision. This was further com- 
plicated when Senate Republicans, 
previously the main stumbling 
block to congressional moves to 
overturn Benson’s “flexible” price 
support policies, voted 17 to 14 
to urge the President to approve 
the one-year freeze. 


Similar action was also urged 
by Pres. Thomas J. Lloyd and 
Sec.-Treas. Patrick E. Gorman 
of the Meat Cutters, who wired 
Eisenhower urging him to reject 
what they called an “extremely 
dangerous ‘divide and conquer’ 
technique.” 

“From 1955 to 1957, Sec. Ben- 
son attempted to blame workers’ 
wage gains for farmers’ economic 
plight,” they said. “Now he is 
trying to blame farmers’ price sup- 
ports for high food prices workers 
must pay.” 

Benson Backed by Ike 

Earlier, Benson and Senate Min- 
ority Leader William F. Knowland 
(R-Calif.), who both strongly op- 
posed the measure, had predicted 
a presidential veto. Eisenhower 
has called the measure a “180- 


idles Majority Leader Lyndon | 


Johnson (D-Tex.), however, warned 
the Administration that the ex- 


the House, was accepted by the 


>> 


pected veto would be a “crushing 
blow” to the nation’s farmers. 


Political experts also have 
pointed out that such action 
would hurt reelection campaigns 
of many Republican farm state 
lawmakers. Significantly, Sen. . 
George D. Aiken (R-Vt.), rank- 
ing GOP member of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee and pre- 
viously a leading supporter of the 
Administration’s controversial 
farm policies, urged the Senate 
to adopt the House measure. 


Senate approval was by a roll call 
vote of 48 to 32. The House vote 
was 210 to 172. Neither was suffi- 
cient to over-ride a veto. 

The effect of the bill, should it 
become law, would be to cancel 
price-support cuts already ordered 
for dairy products, wheat, rice, 
barley, dry beans, flaxseed, rye, 
grain sorghums and cottonseed and 
to bar future reductions below 1957 
levels for all other farm commodi- 
ties. It also would prevent cuts 
below 1958 levels in 1959 planting 
allotments for all crops except 
tobacco. 


Johnson pointed out that already 
under the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion farm prices have dropped 16 
percent and farm income has fallen 
by 20 percent. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
high in February. The index 
has been moving up steadily 
since August 1956. 

Between mid-January and mid- 
February the index rose two-tenths 
of one percent, with a four-tenths 
percent increase in food prices 
leading the increase. The new in- 
dex figures resulted in 1 to 2 cent 
wage increases for about 100,000 
workers in aircraft, metal working 
and transportation. 


No Hope for Price Drop 
Ewan Clague, the Labor Dept.’s 
commissioner of statistics, com- 


mented thaf there’s only an “in- 


Congress Readies Anti-Slump 
Actions in ‘Go Slow’ Mood 


(Contiwuad from Page 1) 

to 14 to ask the President to sign 
the farm bill “freezing” price sup- 
ports for one year as a recession- 
fighting measure. AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany in a telegram also 
asked Eisenhowerd to sign the bill, 
urging that farmers had already 
lost one-third of their income in 
nine years and that a further drop 
“would still further depress our 
faltering economy.” 

Eisenhower maintained his 
“hold-the-line” position against tax 
cuts, with the aid of Democratic 
congressional leaders, in the face 
of a mounting tide = demands 
for action. 

The AFL-CIO Paccitive Cant: 
mittee called for tax reduction 

of “$6 to $8 billion,” divided be- 
tween low-income taxpayers, 
“drastic” reductions in excise 
levies on automobiles, appli- 
ances and transportation and 
small business. 

A “modest” cut of $3 to $4 
.billion might have been sufficient 
a few months ago to stimulate 
the economy, the Executive Com- 
mittee said. Now unemployment 
has risen, business and consumer 
spending plans are reduced, and 
the trends indicate that joblessness 
“is even higher” than in February. 

CED Asks ‘Preparation Now’ 

The Committee for Economic 
Development, a_businessmen’s 
group usually influential in Ad- 
ministration circles, urged “prep- 
arations now” for a $7.5 billion or 
“20 percent” cut in personal in- 
come taxes if, by early May, there 
is no “unmistakable evidence” of 
a quick business bounce-back. 

The CED acknowledged that it 
was not recommending an immedi- 
ate tax cut, but warned that even 
in February the recession was as 
deep as any in the postwar years. 
“Another two months” after Feb- 
ruary, it said, would show that 
conditions were “clearly worse.” 
Two members of the eight-man 
CED Program Committee argued, 
“We are closer to the time of 
decision than the statement seems 
to suggest.” 

One of Eisenhéwer’s closest 
economic aides, Dr. Arthur F. 
Burns, in a speech in Chicago 
called for an “immediate,” 
broadly-based and “permanent” 
$5 billion tax slash. 

Former chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s council of Economic Ad- 
visers and still a White House 
familiar, Burns said that “delay 
more than a very few weeks” 
would invite the risk of really 
“drastic medicine” later. on. 

Warns Against Delay 

“My only hope,” he told a man- 
agement conference, “is that we 
will not take too long in seeking 
the perfection which we shall not 
find.” 

Eisenhower’s formal request 


direct and somewhat remote link” 
between current business condi- 
tions and the price index. Clague 
said the index-“tends to lag behind 
business conditions” and that it is 
not expected to “respond quickly” 
to a recession. He said there is 
little hope for a drop in the index 
in the next few months. 
Throughout the country AFL- 
CIO unions and state and local 
groups focused attention on the 
seriousness of the situation, call- 
ing on state governors and leg- 
islatures for action on unemploy- 
ment insurance improvements, 
public works programs, a tax 
cut and other measures to stem 


Meany Asks Postal 
Pay Bill Enactment 


Senate-House conferees on 
the postal pay bill were urged 
to give the Senate measure 
their support by AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany. 

The measure would give 
post office employes average 
pay hikes of 12.5 percent 
with a 7.5 percent minimum. 
It is tied to a bill raising 
postal rates which is expected 
to meet some opposition 
from House conferees. _ 

In wires to the committee 
members, Meany told them 
_their backing of the pay raise 
bill is “urgent.” _ 

“It is too late in the ses- 
sion to inject such items as 
hospitalization, longevity or 
other fringe matters into this 
basic measure,” he added. 

The House has passed a 
postal rate bill with a sched- 
ule of imcreases different 
from the Senate’s. It has not 
acted on a postal pay hike. 


to Congress for federal funds to 
supplement exhausted benefits 
among jobless workers came 19 
days after the intent to offer the 
program was announced. 

The delay, reliable sources said, 
arose from a fierce dispute on 
whether federal funds should be 
offered as grants or mere advances 
the states would have to repay. 

A potent lobby, the trade associ- 
ation of state employment secu- 
rity commissioners, agitated in con- 
gressional and Administration cir- 


cles on a “states? rights” plea for 
loans rather than grants. The Pres. 
ident eventually decided for loang, 

The program would advang 
money to the states to add % 
percent to the maximum number 
of weeks payable to unemployed 
workers under state laws. The 
jobless in states with a 26-week 
limit would get 13 weeks in sup. 


plemental benefits; those in states 


with a 20-week limit would get. 
10 weeks more. 
Ike Opposes Standards 

Eisenhower specified that while 
still. recommending that the van 
ious states improve their state job. 
less insurance programs perma 
nently, he remained opposed to 
a federal minimum standards law 
compelling them to do so. 

The federal highway bill, ac- 
cording to Sen. Albert Gore (D- 
Tenn.), its sponsor, would stimu- 
late 550,000 jobs directly by 
raising to $2.5 billion money au- 
thorized for each of the next 
two years on all kinds of road 
construction given federal as- 


In another field, the AFL-CIO 
generally endorsed before the Sen. 
ate, Banking Committee the Fuk 
bright “community facilities” bill 
that would pour $2 billion into 
construction of state and local Proj- 
ects. 

The Administration, said spokes 
man John C. Hazeltine, had not 
had time to study the measure but 
would “probably” oppose it. 

The House Labor Committee 
flatly rejected Eisenhower’s pro- 
posals that federal aid to school 
districts where federal activity has 
swelled population be reduced. k 
voted to extend and liberalize fed- 
eral assistance. 


AFL-CIO Backs Plan 
To Aid Public Works 


The AFL-CIO called for immediate enactment of a bill author- 
izing a $2 billion revolving fund to finance local public works 
programs but urged a more “flexible financing” plan geared to 
lower interest rates and possible grants-in-aid. 

Andrew J. Biemiller, director of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Legis- 


lation, told the Senate Banking‘ 
Committee that the measure should 
include also minimum labor stand- 
ards set up under Davis-Bacon pro- 
cedures including determination of 
prevailing wage rates and a makxi- 
mum 40-hour work week. 
Introduced by Fulbright 

The measure introduced by Sen. 
William J. Fulbright (D-Ark.) as 
part of the Democratic leader- 
ship’s anti-recession public works 
program would make available 
loans for community facilities proj- 
ects including streets, hospitals, 
schools, parks, water works, sewage 
facilities and others at a total 
interest rate of about 3 percent 
with repayment over a period of 


Hope for March Upturn Fizzles 
As Unemployment Continues Rise 


the slide into a full-blown de- 
pression. 

H. E. Gilbert, president of the 
Locomotive Firemen and Engine- 
men, noting that rail workers have 
been “exceptionally hard hit” by 
the recession, called on the Ad- 
ministration and Congress to get 
behind a tax cut and end the hard 
money policy, which he said was 
responsible for the drift into eco- 
nomic trouble. 

In Canada, Claude Jodoin, pres- 
ident of the Canadian Labour Con- 
gress, repeated the necessity for 
action by the government, citing 
the over a half-million Canadians 
out of work. 


50 years maximum. 

The program would be admin- 
istered by the Community Facili- 
ties Administration of the Housing 
& Home Finance Agency. 

Biemiller urged the committee 
to make available funds for plan- 
ning local public works projects 
to assure maximum speed in 
readying projects. The program 
authorized by the Fulbright bill, 
he said “will not really begin to 
have a significant impact on eco- 
nomic activity and employment 
until about a year from now” 
unless more planning funds are 
made available. 

But even in the spring of 1959, 
he added, it could contribute in~- 
portantly to economic recovery if 
action on other measures with & 
more immediate impact is taken 
now—increasing exemptions under 
the income tax law, raising unem- 
ployment benefits and extending 
their duration, improving social 
security benefits and extending cov- 
erage under the minimum wage. 

Asks Other Amendments 


Biemiller called on the commit- 
tee to consider the possibility of 
a lower interest rate and also 
grants covering one-third to one- 
half of the cost of the project, 
with the balance available in the 
form of a low-interest, long-term 
loan. 

Declaring that with the modifi- 
cation proposed the measure de- 
serves immediate action as part of 
the anti-recession program, Bie- 
miller added that construction of 
the community facilities is required 
also “because of their intrinsic 


value for community development.” 


« 
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‘Page Three 


Meany Bares Basic Flaws 


(Continued from Page 1) 
reiterated support organized labor 
previously has given to measures 
proposed to safeguard both welfare 
money and union dues money by 

ublic disclosure of financial facts. 

He riddled with criticism, how- 
ever, More sweeping proposals to 
impose special restrictions on un- 
ion officials, to regulate trustee- 
ships of local unions by sometimes 
stringent requirements, to impose 
federal regulation in an attempt 
to safeguard union “democracy.” 

He criticized both the Ken- 
nedy and Administration bills as 
proposing “unprecedented” bur- 
dens on unions while failing to 
provide, for example, that cor- 
porations report their “labor re- 
lations” expenses as unions 
would be required to report, and 
by making embezzlement of 
union funds a federal crime 
while embezzlement of corpora- 
tion funds would be left un- 
covered. 

Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell, 
on the other hand, demanded in 
testimony for the Administration 
that the Kennedy subcommittee go 
beyond the scope of hearings it had 


set forth and deal with basic labor-} 


management relations subjects such 
as secondary boycotts and organ- 
izational picketing. 

The people need “reassurance” 
about unions, said Mitchell, and 
legislation should be approached 

in “the broadest way.” The “ir- 
ot and abuses that have 
come to light,” he urged, could not 
be met by “one or two changes” 
serving as a “panacea.” 

Employer Opposition Cited 

Meany reminded the subcommit- 
tee that the AFL-CIO has long ad- 
vocated protection of employe wel- 
fare and pension plans by requir- 
ing all administrators — manage- 
ment or union—to file financial re- 
ports with the federal government. 
Opposition, he pointed out, has 
come only from “large insurance 
companies and employers” who are 
“unwilling to reveal what they are 
doing with welfare funds.” 

He also reiterated labor support 
for public disclosure of financial 
reports on dues money already filed 
by unions with the Labor Dept. 
under the Taft-Hartley Act. False 
statements in such reports or will- 
ful failure to file should be made 
“criminally punishable,” he agreed. 

But he lashed failure of any 
bills before the subcommitee to 
impose comparable financial dis- 
closure requirements on employ- 
ers. “If an employer chooses to 
hire a professional union buster 
to break a union or prevent his 
employes front joining one, he 
should at least be required” to 
admit “what he pays out to de- 
stroy the union.” 


A Kennedy proposal requiring 
Painters Launch 
Organizing Drive 


Lafayette, Ind. — Fhe Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers have 
begun an intensified organizing 
campaign aimed not only at work- 
ers on construction jobs but those 
in the industrial field as well, Pres. 
L. M. Raftery has announced. 

The union has found that much 
work within its jurisdiction which 
formerly was handled on building 
sites is now being performed in 
pre-fab factories, and for that rea- 
son will begin organizing  in- 
dustrially. 

Heading the drive will be O. T. 
Satre, who has ‘been named the 
union’s director of organization. 
He formerly was executive secre- 
tary of the Los Angeles District 
Council of Painters. 


In Ike, Kennedy Proposals 


detailed financial reports of union 
Officials Meany ridiculed as “dis- 
criminatory.” How about finan- 
cial reports from members of Con- 
gress, he suggested. He termed 
the proposal an ineffective “nation- 
wide fishing expedition, not worth 
the few sardines it might trap.” 


Union-Busting Ignored 
Meany pointed out that Admin- 
istration proposals would impose 
only one new restriction on em- 
ployer “anti- union malpractices” 
and that “all union-busting de- 
vices” _exposed by the McClellan 


“We in the labor movement are 
rather taken aback,” he remarked. 
“Surely some steps should be 
taken to assure to workers and un- 
ions more adequate protection of 
the rights” to self-organization and 
good - faith collective bargaining 
now “nominally” guaranteed by 
the Taft-Hartley Act. ; 

The labor-spy activities of the 
Kohler Co., he said, seem “fully 


tee nor the National Labor Re- 
lations Board offers an “ade- 
quate or efficient remedy”’ 
against this and other kinds of 
employer misconduct. 

Meany urged larger appropria- 
tions for and basic reforms in the 
NLRB to make its operations 
against unfair labor practices 
“practically meaningful, instead of 
the academic postmortems which 
they now are.” 

Kennedy proposals for regula- 
tion of union trusteeships, he com- 
mented, are “objectionable” and 
“reflect lack of information,” he 
said. They would actually reduce 
present legal protections of the 
rights of union members by trans- 
ferring jurisdiction from the courts, 
which can move swiftly, to the 
much slower NLRB. 


Proposals “Over-elaborate” 

Administration proposals that 
would dictate union election pro- 
cedures are over-elaborate, he sug- 
gested, and far too stringent. 

The AFL-CIO was “no more 
favorably impressed” than others 
with the “antics of the rubber- 
stamp convention which elected 
(James R.) Hoffa as president” of 
the now-expelled Teamsters Un- 
ion, he said. 

But he pointed out that Con- 
gress has “never sought to use 
federal power” to regulate local 
congressional elections. He cited 
the “gerrymandering” on con- 
gressional districts that make 
elections a “travesty,” and said 
that if respect for local customs 
restrains Congress from acting in 
this field “these considerations 
may be applicable, too, to a pro- 
posal to regulate 60,000 union 
elections.” 

Just as elections by a show of 
hands can lead to “strong-arm tac- 
tics,” he commented, so can “se- 
cret ballots be falsely counted.” 

Meany also objected to a pro- 
posal that detailed union financial 
reports be opened to all. members, 
with the union paying attorney 
fees in any suit based on such-ex- 
amination. If as the Administra- 
tion contends this is “necessary,” 
then “we propose equal justice— 
that the same statute be applied” 
to business and propaganda outfits 
like the “Chamber of Commerce 
and National Association of Manu- 
facturers and the National Right- 
to-Work Committee founded by 
Congressman Fred Hartley.” 

Certain other Administration 
Proposals would i impose “preposter- 
ous” and ‘ “gratuitous” reporting re- 
quirements and enforce them by 


penalties that are “harsh,” he said. 


boycott of O’Sullivan products. 


O’SULLIVAN STRIKERS heck congressman’ s heels uring Ru 

ber Workers legislative institute as part of the union’s continuing 
The congressman being “checked 
out” is Rep. Frank Thompson, Jr. 


(DN. J.). 


delay in issuing minimum-wage 


AFL-CIO Hits Delay - 
In Fixing Wage Floors 


The AFL-CIO expressed “deep concern” over the Labor Dept.’s 
dustries despite hearings held “from nine months to two years ago.” 


In a letter to Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell, AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany pointed out that minimum-wage findings under the 


findings for four important in- 


Law must be “as up-to-date as 
possible.” Otherwise, in a “period 
when the general level of wages is 
rising,” he said, the minimum stated 
as required for employers with 
government contracts “will be far 
below the actual prevailing mini- 
mum in the industry.” 

(A few days after Meany’s let- 
ter reached the Labor Dept. 
Mitchell announced a wage de- 
termination of $1.20 for the sci- 
entific instruments industry. The 


NLRB Tests 
Won by New 


Bakery Union 


The Teamsters have emerged as 
apparent stand-ins for the Bakery 
& Confectionery workers in NLRB 
contests for collective bargaining 
rights sought by the AFL-CIO 
American Bakery & Confectionery 
Workers, a series of elections has 
disclosed. 

The Teamsters showed on 
NLRB ballots for the first time 
in three elections, covering a 
total of 11 plants, involving lo- 
cals which had voted to shift 
from the Bakery & Confection- 
ery Workers to the ABC. The 
old union did not appear on the 
ballot. ; 

Involved were votes in one unit 
covering seven plants in Memphis, 
Tenn., and one each in Jackson, 
Tenn., and Clarksdale, Méiss., 
which the ABC won by a tally 
of 447 to 10 for the Teamsters; 
the Kroger Baking Co., Memphis, 
where the ABC triumphed with 
116 votes to 8 for the Teamsters; 
and the American Bakeries, Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C., where the count 
was 35 for the ABC and 17 for 
the Teamsters. 

The ABC also won another elec- 
tion in Little Rock, Ark., with a 
vote of 154 to 4 for no union. 


Walsh - Healey Public Contracts} 


AFL-CIO had urged a rate of 
$1.35 and tagged as “unrealis- 
tic” the $1.20 figure proposed a 
year ago.) 

Hearings were held by the Labor 
Dept. in the period from Apr. 16, 
1956, through June 10, 1957. A 
proposed wage determination was 
made last May for the scientific, 
industrial and laboratory instru- 
ments industry, but no final deter- 
mination was announced! 

“We are disap- 
pointed” that minimum-wage de- 
terminations have not yet been 
made, Meany wrote, because- 
minimums “subsequently made 
will be sadly out of date. 

“I urge that you do everything 
possible to issue the determinations 
now pending” and take “whatever 
measures may be necessary” to 
reduce the length of time between 
hearings and final determinations, 

Pending cases include industries 
producing flour and cereal prepara- 
tions, drug, medicine and toilet 
preparations, soap and_ related 
products. 


Auto Workers Open 


GM Contract Talks 


Detroit— A total of 38 
negotiators moved inte seats 
on opposite sides of a long 
..4 table here to get 1958 col- 
lective bargaining sessions be- 
tween the Auto Workers and 
the General Motors Co. 

Union spokesmen were 
headed by Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther and Vice Pres. Leon- 
ard Woodcock. At stake are 
UAW demands for a general 
wage increase for its 350,000 
members employed by the 
company; a profit sharing 
plan to include rebates to 
purchasers of GM cars under 
specified conditions; higher 
supplementary unemploy- 
ment benefits, and other im- 


nrovements. 


Congress Warned on ‘Punitive’ Laws 


115-Day Strike 
In Puerts Rico 
Won by IUE 


San Juan, P.R.—Members of the 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Work- 
ers ended a 115-day strike at the 
Sunbeam Electric Corp. here with 
a parade and street dancing in cele- 
bration of a contract that gave them 
a 12 percent wage increase and a 
long list of other benefits. 

The agreement was worked out 
by a committee headed by IUB 


:|Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett and Gen. 


Counsel Benjamin C. Sigal. 


* Win ‘Complete Victory’ 
The 225 members who walked 
out on Nov. 26 because the .com- 
pany refused to recognize the union 


or consent to an NLRB‘ election 


‘}ment “a complete victory.” 


In addition to the wage in- 
crease, the company agreed to a 
10 percent night shift bonus; 
triple time for holidays worked; 
double time for Sundays worked; 
time and a half for Saturdays as 
sach; company-paid grievance 
time; a seventh paid holiday, un- 
precedented on the island, and 
maintenance of membership with 
the checkoff. 

Two union members who had 
been dismissed were reinstituted 
with full back pay. Insurance cov- 
erage and weekly sick benefits were 
doubled, and payments for hospital 
rooms were increased one-third. 

Backed by AFL-CIO 

In addition, the company con- 
sented to grant the IUE bargaining 
rights if it opens another plant in 
Puerto Rico. The agreement runs 
for one year. 

The AFL-CIO convention in De- 
cember called the strike “wholly 
justified” and branded the attitude 
of the company, which has three 
plants in Chicago, “vicious.” 


Ward Still Won’t 
Budge on Wages 


Chicago—Meetings between the 
Retail Clerks and the Montgomery- 
Ward Co. are continuing under the 
direction of the U.S. Mediation & 
Conciliation Service, but without 
result. 

Union negotiators under the 
leadership of A. B. Crossler, chair- 
man of the national negotiating 
committee, reported the company 
has refused to move from its pre- 
vious wage offer, under which the 
employes would be split into three 
groups for small increases of vary- 
ing amounts. 

The RCIA is on strike at six of 
the company’s . retail’ stores, and 
has placed informational picket 
line before more than 500 others. 
It estimates the firm’s February 
sales were $4.3 million less than in 
February 1957. 

Flight Engineers 
Win Jet Rights 

New York— The Flight En- 
gineers and American Airlines have 
signed a new contract yielding 
substantial wage increases and in- 
suring use of the union’s members 
in jet airliner crews for the five 
years of its duration. 

Flight engineers on piston planes 
will receive pay boosts ranging up 
to 10 percent, with earnings based 
on a formula composed of hours 
worked, mileage and _ aircraft 
weight. When jet liners go into 
operation next year, senior flight 
engineers may make up to $1,400 
for an 80-hour month. 

The agreement becomes effec- 
tive May 1 and covers about 550 
flight engineers. It includes the 
checkoff of union dues and a wage 


reopener at the end of three years. 
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They Can’t Wait | 


HE ADMINISTRATION’S stubborn refusal to move on a 
tax cut for lower and middle income groups until at least 
mid-May, and Congress’ overriding concern with an anti-recession 
program geared to public works, is endangering the nation’s eco- 
nomic future. 

A strong revival_of purchasing power is a critical necessity at 
this point—dollars placed in the hands of consumers by an im- 
mediate tax cut concentrated among persons earning less than 
$5,000 a year.: 

A program to increase and lengthen unemployment insurance 
benefits will put badly needed dollars in the hands of the jobless. 

To delay in these areas is to allow the recession—already the 
worst since the end of World War II—to deepen, spread and - 
take root to the extent that it will be a year or more before the 
economy can be restored to full production and full employment. 

America can’t “wait and see” much longer, it must be put back 
to work—now! 


Well, Mr. NAM? 


HE AFL-CIO HAS invited the National Association of Manu- 
facturers and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce to join with it 
in a drive in a non-controversial area—job safety. 


Labor’s long effort to improve safety legislation to prevent death, 


maiming and injury to workers has been hobbled by refusals of 
state legislatures to provide the necessary funds. 
If the NAM and C of C can drop their anti-labor attitudes 


and join forces with labor the grim record of “progress through 
tragedy” can be rewritten. 


Indicting By Omission 


HE McCLELLAN COMMITTEE’S report on its first year of 

operations was released with headline-grabbing fanfare de- 
signed to wean away attention from the vicious slanders against 
‘the trade union movement made during the Kohler hearings. 

Its biased, non-discriminating report and its legislative recom- 
mendations, however, do not jibe with the facts. 

Of its five legislative recommendations, the AFL-CIO has been 
on record for years in strong support of across-the-board disclosure 
of welfare plans regardless of who administers them. The AFL- 
CIO also favors publication of union financial statements required 
under the Taft-Hartley Act. 

The copious committee document has little room to report 
this while using thousands of words to indict the labor movement 
for corruption. 

The AFL-CIO has adopted ethical practices codes dealing with 
‘wnion democracy and has made these codes mandatory on all 
affiliates—the committee is not interested. 

The committee’s concern with need for legislation covering so- 
called middle men operating as management-hired union-busters 
is phrased so generally it is in reality a whitewash for employers 
who hired men like Nathan Shefferman. 

Its fifth recommendation urging legislation to clarify the “no- 
man’s land” in labor-management relations is entirely outside of 
its jurisdiction. The committee has collected no real evidence on 
which to base recommendations. 

AFL-CIO action to clean its own house is given scant passing 
notice in a report obviously designed to create an atmosphere 
rather than to produce solutions. 
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‘Don’t Stand There—Do Something” 


State Intervention ‘Unwise’ 


The following statement was released by the Ohio 
Catholic Welfare Conference and signed by bishops 
of the six sees in the state explaining the basis 
of the conference’s opposition to a proposal for a 
“right-to-work” amendment to the Ohio constitu- 
tion. 


N PREVIOUS occasions attention has been 

called to the necessary distinction which must 
be made between the wisdom of enacting a law 
and the moral right to do so. Laws at times have 
been morally valid in themselves but inept and mis- 
chievous in their results. “Right-to-work” laws seem 
to fall into this category where a distinction is 
necessary. 

Man has a right and a duty to work for his 
livelihood. This right cannot be circumscribed to 
the extent that a man loses his liberty of choice of 
a vocation; nor to the extent that he is deprived of 
an opportunity to support himself and his -family. 
It does not follow that a man has the unconditional 
right to work in any and every industry or busi- 
ness at will. 

For reasons of social justice it may be desirable 
and often advantageous to the common good that 
man’s right be restricted by certain specified con- 
ditions. One of these imposed conditions may re- 
quire that he belong to a labor union or at least 
be obliged to join the union subsequently, so as 
to share responsibility with his fellow workmen 
in support of the union. 

Just as a citizen of the United States is free to 
live in Ohio, Kentucky, or Pennsylvania, yet is 
obliged to observe the laws of the particular state 
as a condition of citizenship, so also in respect to 
his right to work; he is free to work in any industry 
of his choice, but only on condition that he abides 
by the rules adopted by that particular industry as 
a condition of employment. 


State Intervention Unwise 


In other words, the right to work is a general 
right and cannot be denied to men in the aggregate; 
but the right to work in a ‘specific industrial plant 
or business can be subject to special conditions. 

If state statutes were to make such a condition 
of union maintenance mandatory, we would oppose 
them as unwise, if not unjust. If state statutes how- 
ever were to forbid the enforcement of such a 
condition, when mutually accepted by management 
and labor through collective bargaining, then we 
would be equally opposed. We believe it is unwise 
to encourage state intervention in this matter, wheth- 
er it be in favor of “right-to-work” laws or against 
them. 

There are certain abuses which sometimes creep 
into the labor movement, but we are convinced 
that “right-to-work” laws are not the proper means 
to correct them. Corruption’ of certain labor lead- 
ers has been one of these current abuses. The 


denial of the democratic processes and the denial 


Ohio's Catholic Bishops Oppose 
‘Right-to-Work Amendment 


thereby of responsibility to the rank and file of 
union membership, whether in election to office 
or in the determination of union policy, are pro- 
lific causes of these abuses. 

The right to strike, for instance, cannot be denied 
under certain definite conditions; but it is a right 
which must be carefully circumscribed and limited 
by ethical or moral considerations. It cannot be 
exercised willfully, that is, without just and adequate 
cause, and even then only in matters of grave im- 
portance; with a favorable issue reasonably secure; 
and lastly but most important, after all other peace- 
ful means have failed. 

The right to picket is a concomitant right if a 
justified strike is called, but violence against persons 
and property is absolutely wrong and indefensible 
in conscience, Even the right of mass picketing is 
a very questionable procedure because of the physi- 
cal intimidation involved and the proximate danger 
of overt acts of violence ensuing. 

Labor’s Increased Responsibility 

There have been other issues which cause public 
concern, such as jurisdictional disputes where in- 
nocent third parties are made the victims. There 
are questions also of secondary boycott which in- 
volve serious moral questions. All of these should 
be solved by an increased sense of social responsi- 
bility on the part of labor; and if that procedure 


fails to correct the evils then recourse would be 


had to regulatory legislation. 

If we have pointed out certain abuses in the 
labor movement, we do so not because we think 
their leaders alone are at fault. There have been 
serious abuses also on the part of management, 
such as unreasonable and unjust opposition to 


the right of union organization, monopoly prices — 


and profits, misrepresentation of products, and 
bribery and corruption not infrequently. Two 
wrongs however do not make a right; and the two 
evils do not cancel each other, but intensify the 
damage done to the common good. 

Much progress has been made in creating mutu- 


ally satisfactory conditions in recent years in our: 


labor-management relations. 


cipitating new causes of strife and ill will. 
Would Not Solve Problems 


It would be socially 
‘undesirable to jeopardize the gains achieved by pre- 


We think it is high time to introduce sound 


ethical standards into all phases of our economy. 


The present preoccupation with “right-to-work” laws | 


may be a good occasion for all our leaders in the 
field of labor and in the field of management 10 
examine their consciences as to their honest motiva- 
tion, their ideals, and their practices. 


As to the present issue before the electorate in 


Ohio, we are convinced that a “right-to-work” amend- 
ment would not solve our problems, but might lead 
to a more intensified struggle for domination and 
thus postpone an era of peaceful cooperation. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 1958 


Morgan Says: 


Algerian Crisis 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 


~ gator sponsored by. the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 


gan over the ABC network Monday through Fri-~ 
day at 7 p. m., EST.) 


HE STRUGGLE im Algeria has long since 

ceased to be just a political controversy over 
independence for the Algerians. It has become a 
mad maelstrom stirréd by one of the worst of all 
human emotions: hatred. Like an acid, this is eat- 
ing a the moral ‘fibre of France itself. 

The country which gave 
the world Voltaire and his 
passion to defend to the 
death a person’s right to 
speak, whether he agreed 
or not, is now suppress- 
ing newspapers and maga- 
zines and individual opin- 
ion daring to challenge the 
government's position on 
Algeria. The people who 
Re so heroically endured the 

hideous tortures of the 
Morgan Gestapo are now counte- 
nancing equally hideous tortures themselves in North 
Africa. 

Ironically, the man who perhaps has done more 
than any other individual to goad the national con- 
science on the indefensible government practices in 
the Algerian crises is a Communist. Henri Alleg, 
one of the leaders of the Algerian Communist party, 
was captured and tortured by French paratroopers. 


Vandercook Says: 


Fed by ‘Hatred 


His book La Question, about his experences—un- 

denied by authorities—has shocked Europe. Publi- 

cations quoting from it have been suppressed in 

France; copies of Sartre’s own tract on the subject 

have been confiscated. , 

. Now, however, the revulsion of Frenchmen — 
themselves has begun to register. And, highly 
significantly, the French Catholic Church has just 
denounced the practice of torture in Adgeria and 
the suppression of free speech in France. 

This tragic and insufferable stituation is mightily 
important to us Americans, In the first place, we 
have now been drawn directly into the whole North 
African problem; * 

This perhaps was an inevitable outcome but the 
risks for us are almost unmeasurable. France is 
an important NATO ally and North Africa expects 
us to perform on our policy of anti-colonialism. 
We are almost surely to be hit from both sides no 
matter what we do—and we seem to have been too 
timid to do much of anything so far. 

This brings us to the second main reason why 
the French-Algerian situation is so important to us. 
There is a lesson in it for us to apply against 
our own hatreds. We are letting racial strife in 
this country corrode with bitterness. The situation 
is drifting without responsible leadership. The 
Civil Rights Commission, authorized by Congress 
last August, has not yet begun to function. 


We cannot in good conscience criticize the folly 
_and intransigence of France without recognizing 
our own weaknesses in these directions and doing 


more than we have done to correct them. 


Time Passes; Jobless Increase 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 


this Administration has already compiled a much 
longer list of the things it will not do to arrest 
the downward drift in the economy than of the 
things that it will do. 


through Friday at 7 p. m., EST.) Eisenhower will not let the federal government 


take over the responsibility of continuing unem- 


WASH IGTON 
~~ Willand Shelton 


THE RULES OF AMERICAN POLITICS allow a party leader | 
to make the best case he can for himself at the expense of the other 
party. Vice Pres. Nixon and Labor Sec. Mitchell could make a 
better case for Republicans as friends of labor if the loudest 
right-wing GOP spokesmen didn’t dominate present events in the 
McClellan committee and in the party’s national committee . 
structure. 

Nixon recently paid unions the not-earthshaking tribute of 
acknowledging them as an affirmative good. Mitchell commented, 
on McClellan committee legislative proposals, that he was glad 
they “generally follow” Pres. Eisenhower’s recommendations. He 
used the opportunity to make his usual pitch that he would like 
the foot-dragging Democrats to schedule some action. 

On the other hand, we have the Goldwater trio, Senators 
Goldwater, Curtis and Mundt, engaging in a despicable campaign 
of slander against the Auto Workers in the Kohler Co. strike. 

We had in the capital on Mar. 17 a Republican Women’s Na- 
tional Conference in which ranking officials of the GOP National 
Committee poured denunciations of union political activity into 
the ears of 1,800 Republican ladies. 

Speaker ‘after speaker got up, at a conference graced by the 
presence of the President himself, to scare the GOP campaigners 
with horror warnings about “left wingers” from the ranks of labor 
who’ are scheming to get “political control.” 

* 


x * 

THE CHAIRMAN of the Republican Finance Committee, 
Ike’s former Navy Sec. Charles Thomas, charged that “labor 
leaders” are “using workers’ money to get control.” It may be 
surprising, but Thomas claims that the “free enterprise system” 
is in danger because the poverty-stricken GOP can’t raise its 
budget money from campaign fat cats who seem epee 4 to have 
turned coy and reluctant. 

Sen. Schoeppel of Kansas, who runs the GOP Senatorial 
Campaign Committee, complained that his party is confronted 
with “foundation money.” This, he said, consisted of “political 
money put up by labor leaders who always put Republicans 
on the blacklist.” 


RESIDENT EISENHOWER has expressed _ his 
personal sympathy to “every unemployed worker, 
every housewife trying to keep the family going 
on an unemployment check,” and for other reces- 
sion victims. And Mr. Eisenhower has promised 
om his Administration will do everything it “con- 
: structively” can to bring 
about better times. 
Those are welcome 
words. They represent a 
welcome retreat toward 
realism from Mr. Eisen- 
hower’s statement, as re- 
cently as last January, 
that he was sure that the 
budget could be balanced 
and there might even be 
a surplus. 


Vandercook 


Administration publicists 
have talked encouragingly about what would be 
done, or could be done, to turn the recessionary 
tide. 


And unemployment continues its dreary, up- 
ward climb.. Unfortunately, in duplication of a 
GOP tradition which history will long remember, 


But time is passing. The 


ployment benefits after their expiration dates. All 
that he will propose are some bookkeeping changes 
by which the federal government would lend the 
States the sums needed, with the understanding that 
the states will repay those loans, with interest. 

If a veto will accomplish it, the President will 
not let Congress freeze fatm price support pay- 
ments at their last year’s levels. He believes, with 
Sec. Benson, that they should be reduced still fur- 
ther. 

The Administration will not entertain the idea 
of a tax cut; at any rate for “several” months more, 
and until the recession has still further deepened. 
And Eisenhower is opposed, with special vehe- 
mence, to all schemes of economic pump-priming 
by great federally-undertaken public works projects. 

Practically every item on the agenda for halting 

a recession by government action has thus been 

stricken off. Inaction inspires inaction; action in- 

spires action. 

A public works project may put no money im 
my pocket, but if I pass by it I am stimulated by 
the spectacle of work. The sight of constructive 
enterprise is a glimpse of the continuing, creative 
process. It is that in which our government must 
quickly restore our faith. - e 


Robert Humphries, a highly skilled veteran in Republican pub- 
licity, hit the note that the “old-time political machine” of the 
Democratic Party no longer has its historic strength. It’s “organ- 
ized labor as represented by labor leaders” that bothers Humphries, 
and he claimed that the leaders, “without the consent of the rank 
and file,” are “spending union money” as well as voluntary political 
contributions of members. 

A lady from Michigan was scheduled as a speaker, one Mrs. 
Albert Koeze, and she contributed the happy thought that “Walter 
Reuther is the biggest menace this country has ever had.” 

Meade Alcorn, Republican National Committee chairman, also 
spoke about the “left wingers,” 

Maybe this is smart, maybe it will win votes in November. 
Union members who im their states and localities prefer to vote 
Republican will do so. But a calculated strategy of choosing 
“labor” as the political “enemy” isn’t a policy that seems likely 
to yield longterm dividends to an American political party. 

ee 

REP. RALPH W. GWINN (N. Y.) is a far-right Republican 
who frankly thinks unions ought to be disemboweled, but at least 
he doesn’t insult the intelligence of people by pretending unions 
can be terrorized and driven out of political activity. 

In a speech to the Allegheny County, Pa., League of Women 


WORKERS WITHOUT JOBS cannot wait and see whether economic conditions will get better, two 

members of AFL-CIO unions asserted on the American Broadcasting Co. national television pro- 

gram, Open Hearing. In the studio in Washington(left to right) are Richard Lynch, member of the 

Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers, Bloomfield, N. J.; Robert Fleming, ABC newsman; Anthony 

ae iglio, member of the Machinists, Utica, N. Y., and John Secondari, Washington news director for 
ast . 


Voters, Gwinn instead strongly suggested that businessmen are 
being cheated and hoodwinked by the National Association of 
Manufacturers and Chamber of Commerce to which they pay 
company dues. 

These business organizations, he said, ought to furnish lead- 
ership for “political action” instead of kidding their members 
with “ineffective claptrap” about the bills they “endorse.” Gwinn 
seems to think that in America political activity is normal and 
desirable; he just wishes his side would do more of it. His 
position is a good deal more respectable than that of the Gold- 
waters and Alcorn-Thomases. 


New York News Guild 


Honors Fleisher, Pearl 


New York—The Newspaper Guild of New York has voted 
a special citation to Philip Pearl and Henry C. Fleisher for 
their achievements im the field of labor public relations. 

The citations were among 20 page one awards and 11 cita- 
tions voted by the New York Guild, largest unit in the Ameri- 
can Newspaper Guild. 

The labor award went to Harry Van Arsdale, Jr., in recogni- 
tion of his work within Local 3, Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, and as president of the New York Central Trades 
and Labor Council, to promote internal democracy and com- 
bat exploitation of Puerto Rican workers. 

The citation for Pearl and Fleisher noted “their tireless 
efforts to persuade union leaders that the welfare of the country 
and of their own organizations required the fullest cooperation 
in making facts available to the press.” 

Pearl, formerly director of the Dept. of Public Relations for 
the AFL-CIO, and Fleisher, formerly director of the Dept. of 
Publications, have set up their own public relations firms. 
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Soviets Cry ‘Foul 


paper Trud. 


|Anti-Red Exhibit 


Warning to America 


By Gervase N. Love 
The pictorial record of 40 years of Soviet terrorism, brutality 
‘| and imperialism, co-sponsored by the AFL-CIO and Assembly g 
Captive European Nations, which opened in -Washington’s Unigg 
Station promptly drew a vociferous blast from the Moscow news. 


The exhibit, “Soviet ‘ Empire: 
1917 - 1958,” consists of photo- 
t of them smuggled 

out of Iron Curtain countries by 
refugees—which show how the 
Russian Communist empire has 
grown in the last four decades, 
and how that growth was achieved. 
It was opened with a ceremony 
at which government, labor and the 
Assembly were represented by 
speakers, with AFL-CIO Vice Pres. 
William C. Doherty presiding. 

Called a Provocation 


Trud, the organ of Russia’s so- 
called unions, described it as a 


=| provocation against the Soviet gov- 


rorism, are shown in photographs in the exhibit in the Union Station, Washington, co-sponsored by 
the AFL-CIO and the Assembly of Captive European Nations. AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany (up- 


(left photo) of observers. 


per right photo) spoke at the opening exercises, after which the display drew a steady procession 


Extension of Reciprocal Trade 
Held Essential to U. S. Welfare 


What Congress does about extending the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act and continuing the 
drive for lower tariffs will not only have a major bearing on our own prosperity but will determine the 
future of the U.S. role in leadership of the free world, according to Labor’s Economic Review. 

The monthly publication of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Research spells out the reasons why organized 
labor has long supported reciprocal trade and lower tariff barriers, with emphasis on the addition 


of fair labor standards to pending® 


legislation. 
“The need for an effective pro- 
gram for reducing barriers to trade 


Labor Unit Hits 
Farm Lobby’s 


CensorshipTry 


Strangers in Our Fields, the pub- 
lications of the U.S. Section of the 
Joint United States-Mexico Trade 
Union Committee which farm em- 
ployers have sought to suppress, 
has been reissued in a new edition 
containing the identical text—plus 
three additional paragraphs. 


Recalls Controversy 
In a preface, the committee noted 
that “a controversy arose” when 
the first edition appeared and that 
“farm employer association spokes- 
men in California charged that the 
pamphlet was full of inaccuracies 
and misreperesentations.” It pointed 
out that “the secretary of labor was 
urged by farm employers to pre- 
vent its circulation” and added: 
We remind those who previ- 
ously denounced Strangers in Our 
Fields and attempted to suppress 
it, that truth thrives on contro- 
versy and that mere denuncia- 
tion never altered a fact. Cen- 
sorship in a democracy is never 
called for except by those who 
fear the truth.” 


“Careful examination of the doc- 
umentation on which the pamphlet 
was based,” it continued, “revealed 
that no substantial revisions are 
necessary. 

The 80-page illustrated booklet 
is based on a four-month field sur- 
vey in Arizona and California 
undertaken by Sec.-Treas. Ernesto 
Galarza of the Agricultural Work- 
ers, the committee’s field repre- 
sentative in California. 

The publication may be obtained 
from the committee, Room 504, 
815 16th St. N.W., Washington 6, 
D. C. for 50 cents a copy. 


is probably greater today than ever 
before,” it notes. “If the U.S. 
were to renounce its leadership in 
efforts to reduce tariffs, this would 
be a signal to our free world allies 
that we were returning to economic 
isolation and that we were callous 
to the economic requirements of 
other nations. 

“Confronted with contraction 
or closing of markets for their 
products in the U.S., many of our 
free world allies might in despera- 
tion seek new opportunities for 
trade with the Soviet Union, Red 
China and their satellites. The 
Communist leaders are only too 
ready and eager to take advan- 
tage of such opportunities. For 
them, trade is a weapon im the 
cold war.” 

The publication cites the fact that 
Russia has already offered trade 
deals to several non-Communist 
countries. 


Warns of Soviet Threat 

“It would be the height of folly,” 
it continues, “for the U.S. to 
strengthen our military position 
against the Soviet Union while per- 
mitting them to enhance their eco- 
nomic and political position by 
opening up new avenues of trade 
with free world countries.” 

If we “choose the path of re- 
strictionism” and try to keep for- 
eign goods from our markets, the 
Review asserts, we must be pre- 
pared to pay the consequences. 

“If we drastically reduce our 


Texas Miller Hat Co. 
Recognizes Hatters 


Corsicana, Tex.—The more than 
500 employes of the Texas Miller 
Hat Co. here signed membership 
applications so enthusiastically dur- 
ing an organization campagn by the 
United Hatters that the company 
agreed to recognize the union with- 
out the formality of a National 
Labor Relations Board election. 

Mrs. Carmen Lucia, vice presi- 
dent of the Hatters in Dallas, was 
in charge of the drive, in which 
AFL-CIO Assistant Reg. Dir. A. R. 


| Kinsiley played an important part. 


imports,” it explains, “inevitably 
our export markets will wither 
away. Millions of workers 
whose jobs depend on foreign 
trade will face unemployment.” 

International trade, it empha- 
sizes, is a “two-way street” on 
which exports and imports must 
even up in the long run. USS. 
exports have run ahead of imports 
during the last few years, 

Some safeguards against destruc- 
tion of American industry by im- 
ported goods exist in the escape 
clause proviso of the trades act, 
the Review notes. Additional pro- 
tections are spelled out in the trade 
adjustment program, which has 
been proposed as an amendment to 
the act and which the AFL-CIO has 
endorsed. 


ee sj}ernment and charged the organ- 
FOUR DECADES OF EXPANSION of the Soviet Empire, with its accompanying brutality and ter- 


izers with trying to minimize the 
“good impression” it claimed the 
Soviet has been making on the 
rest of the world, according to 
an Associated Press dispatch from 
Moscow. 

“The growth of sympathy for 
the Soviet Union among 
Americans,” the AP quoted Trud 
as saying in one of its frequent 
excursions into fiction, “prob- 
ably frightened the ruling circl#s 
of the United States.” 

The Moscow paper condemned 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany for 
his role in the exhibit, said he is 
well-known for his hostile attitude 
toward the Soviet, and blamed him 
for U. S. opposition to exchange 
of union delegations between the 
two countries, the AP story said. 

Meany Sounds Warning 

Meany, in his address at the 
opening of the exhibit, called the 
“panorama of life under the ham- 
mer and sickle” a “warning to all 
free people.” 

“It is a warning to the Ameri- 
can people,” he added. “It’s an 
indication of what we must do, 
of how vigilant we must be, to 
retain our freedom. It should be 
a warning to those who are fall- 
ing for the so-called sweet words 
and tactics of the Soviet Union 
personified by that wonderful 
actor they’ve sent here as am- 
bassador. 


“This shows what happens to 


people who lose their freedom. 


And this should be an inspiratiog 
to the people of America to presen 
to the Soviet Union not the threa 
of preventive war, but the absolut: 
certainty that America will be abj 
to deter and turn back Comm, 
nist aggression.” 
Eternal Vigilance Needed 

Sen. John J. Sparkman (D-Ala) 
said the ‘exhibit should ‘recall tha 
our freedom was purchased by 


_|the blood of our forebears, and 


that “we must always be on the 
alert to be certain that our free 
dom, our liberties, our rights, our 
privileges, our opportunities shall 
not be denied to us or to our chik 
dren.” 

Rep. Barratt O’Hara (D-IL), 
landing U. S. labor as “the vigi- 
lant guardian of freedom,” re. 
ealled that organized workers 
have been the “first target of 
“communism.” But for the vigi- 
lance, courage and determination 
of the AFL and CIO, “now hap. 
pily merged,” our freedom today 
would be threatened, he added. 

Rep. Walter H. Judd, (R-Minn) 
emphasized that what the Commu- 
nists fear most is not attack by the 
U. S., but “the threat within” from 
the enslaved peoples of the sateb 
lite countries and their own Rus. 
sians. They cannot break the will 
of such people for freedom, he de- 
clared, unless the people themselves 
feel abandoned by the free world, 
and especially by the United States, 

Present True Picture 

_Dr. Vilis Masens, chairman of 
the Assembly, said the exhibit pre- 
sents “to the people of this great 
capital of freedom and democracy 
a true picture, the true face, the 
present-day face of the enslavers 
of our nations who cynically and 
shamelessly claim to be champions 
of freedom, peace and independ- 
ence.” He called the photos “grim 
and brutal,” but also “true and au- 
thentic, a picture of the Soviet aa 
our people see it, not as our e- 
slavers would like to present it.” 

Supreme Court Justice Tom CG 
Clark and Atty. Gen. William 
Rogers also were introduced to the 
audience. 


Survey of Freedom of Association 


Voted by Governing Body of ILO 


Geneva—The Intl. Labor Organization will undertake a continuing factual survey of conditions 
relating to freedom of association, the Governing Body determined at its recent meeting. 


The decision grew out of proposals made by ILO Dir.-Gen. David A. Morse. 


In approving the 


study, the Governing Body noted that freedom of association “cannot in practice be a reality” if 


there is no respect for individual freedoms such as freedom of assembly and of speech. 
decided that the survey must be® 


wide enough in scope to cover all 
aspects of national life relevant to 
freedom, or otherwise it would be 
unrealistic. This course, it is ex- 
pected, will permit the ILO to 
define more closely the problems 
and how they may be overcome, 
and may also result in requests for 
help on industrial relations prob- 
lems from governments. 
The Governing Body in addi- 


tion authorized a special plea to 
governments which have not 


convention on the right to or- 
ganize and to collective bar- 
gaining. 


The creation of an African Ad- 
visory Committee, to be concerned 
with labor problems in the area 
south of the Sahara, was approved 


It was 


after defeat of an effort to include 
Morocco. The committee will 
meet every two years and will 
advise the Governing Body. 

U.S. Votes No 

The 1959 ILO budget was fixed 
at $8.4 million, with the U.S. gov- 
ernment delegation the only gov- 
ernment group to vote against it. 
It compares with $7.9 million for 
the current year, and means that 
for the second successive year this 
country will be assessed more than 
it can pay under existing legisla- 
tion. A bill to raise the ceiling 
has passed the Senate and awaits 
House action. 

The opening of ILO branch of- 
fices next year in Buenos Aires, 
Cairo and Moscow was authorized. 

A report to the Governing 
Body showed that ILO technical 
assistance programs were carried 


on during 1957 in 56 under- 


developed countries, five moré 
than in 1956. Most of them 
were financed threugh the 
United Nations’ expanded pro- 
gram of technical assistance. 

More than half of all the 1957 
projects were in the field of mat 
power and vocational training. An- 
other 25 percent came under the 
broad heading of labor conditions 
and administration, ‘ 

Thirty-four percent of the over- 
all assistance was spent on Latin 
America, due to greater expendi- 
tures in the program aimed at in 
tegrating the Andean Indians into 
the economic and social life of 
their countries. Asia received 27 
percent; the Near and Middle East 
16 percent; Europe 11 percent and 
Africa 9 percent. 

American workers are repre 
sented on the Governing Body by 
AFL-CIO Intl. Rep. George P. 
Delaney. 
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Meany Invites NAM, C of C 
To Fight for Safety Laws 


An open invitation to the Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers 
jo “stand shoulder to shoulder with the AFL-CIO” before legislative bodies and fight for badly needed 
safety laws was extended by Pres. George Meany at the President’s Conference.on Occupational Safety. 
Meany spoke on the safety problems of the future at the concluding session of the 10th anniversary 
conference, which attracted some 3,000 scientists, labor leaders, businessmen and government officials. 


‘Progress Through Tragedy’ 

He based his invitation to the 
two management organizations— 
and later included the federal gov- 
ernment—on. the contention that 
“inhuman is it may sound, our rec- 
ord of safety development is clear 
— America has made progress 
through tragedy.” It must not con- 
tinue that way in the future, he 

Nebody is publicly opposed to 
legislation to prevent “death, 
maiming or injury to workers,” 
he asserted. 

“Yet the sum total of legis- 
lative deeds is that progress in 
the area of safety is not only 
tortuously slow but it is wilfully 
hobbled by refusals to provide 
funds for enforcement and effec- 
tive staffing,” he continued. ; 

“We know full well what has to 
be done if future government ac- 
tion is not going to be a carbon 
copy of past failures. First, labor 
and management must take the 
leadership in focusing the full glare 
of public disclosure on the ‘Yes, 
but . . .” attitudes of legislators. 
We must jointly appear before 
every legislative body and demand 
the conversion of words into deeds. 

“We must jointly demand en- 
actment of legislation that is so 
badly needed now and we must 


® 
-|new problems require legislative 


{much to cut down this loss” of. 


action. 

“It means too that the ever- 
growing number of private organ- 
izations whose purpose for exist- 
ence is establishment of safety 
standards. and programs must’ step 
out of their research laboratories 
more often to let legislators know 
what is happening in the fields of 
scientific and industrial develop- 
ment.” 

Eisenhower Greets Delegates 

Pres. Eisenhower, in a brief 
welcoming address, praised the del- 
egates for progress made thus far 
in reducing industrial accidents. 

But “eternal vigilance is the 
price of safety,” he warned, add- 
ing that “true vigilance will do 


manpower. 

Sec. of Labor James P. Mitch- 
ell presided at the full sessions. 
At the opening meeting he as- 
serted that “saftey first” has 
changed from a slogan to a grim 
necessity in the age of space 
and the atom. 

The country cannot afford even 
one accident with nuclear de- 
vices, he made clear. He called 
for accelerated research in acci- 
dent prevention. 


Jerome Pollack, social security 


be equally alert in the future when 


Monopoly Probers Hit 
Utility Tax Handouts 


The Senate Anti-Monopoly subcommittee has charged that “grave 
consequences” followed grants of fast tax amortization certificates 
to electric power companies and that consumers have “fared badly.” 

‘ In a report on hearings held last year on the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration’s award of rapid tax write-offs to Idaho Power Co. for con- 


consultant to the Auto Workers, 


struction of the two controversial® 
dams in the Hells Canyon area of 
Idaho and Oregon, the committee 
majority said the legality of such 
writeoffs for utilities is “question- 
able.” Senators Everett M. Dirk- 
sen (R.-Ill.) and Alexander Wiley 
(R.-Wis.) filed dissenting minority 
views. 


ITU Suspends 
Publication of 
Labor’s Daily 


Bettendorf, Ia. —Labor’s Daily 
on Mar. 29 suspended operations 
after more than five years of con- 
tinuous publication. 

Suspension of the publication, 
which was started Sept. 16, 1952, 
by the Typographical Union, 
was announced by its editor, Ralph 
“Scoop” White. _ He said that the 
failure of international unions to 
provide support led to the suspen- 
sion. 

Last December, in a meeting fol- 
lowing a session of the AFL-CIO 
convention at Atlantic City, ITU 
Pres. Woodruff Randolph an- 
nounced that the paper would 
cease publication if the labor move- 
ment did not contribute more gen- 
trously to its support. He was 
also willing to sell the assets of the 
prolicanien, including its big plant 

re. 

A committee was set up under 
the chairmanship of Arnold S. 
Zander, president of the State, 
County and Municipal Employes, 
to seek a wide basis of support for 
Labor’s Daily. The needed sup- 
port, said White, was not forth- 
coming and the ITU could not 
keep the publication operating in- 
definitely in the red. 


S 


The report, signed for the ma- 
jority by Sen. Estes Kefauver (D.- 
Tenn.), subcommittee chairman, 
said that a Federal Power Commis- 
sion survey showed that “to an 
unsuspected extent, tax-free divid- 
ends were being paid” by electric 
utilities. Of $52 million in “partial- 
ly tax-free” dividends distributed 
by utilities in 1955, the survey dis- 
closed that the tax-free amount 
was over $19 million. 

Charging that the Idaho Power 
Co. and Ebasco Services, Ine., 
knew of the tax amortization 
award to the former 12 days be- 
fore it was granted last Apr. 17, 
the report noted that there were 
increases in volume of trading on 
the company’s stock in the period 
immediately before the announce- 
ment, 

The amortization permits, which 
allowed fast writeoffs of a total of 
$168 million on two dams on the 
Snake River, were later returned by 
the company in the face of wide- 
spread public criticism. 

The report pointed to testimony 
that between the end of 1955 and 
April 1957, the cost to the govern- 
ment of fast tax amortization by 
electric utilities was over $787 mil- 
lion. During this period, benefits 
to electric power companies from 
tax amortization was estimated at 
$2.6 billion. 


_ Dirksen, Wiley Dissent 
Dirksen’s dissent called the ma- 
jority report “a fantastic and trans- 
parent effort to put the tarred stick 
on American industry.” Wiley said 
that, although there may be doubt 
that certificates should have been 
issued to the Idaho Power Co. after 
fighting ended in Korea, it was “a 
moot question” since the company 


discussed “Safety Progress and 
Problems in the Labor Movement” 
at a symposium, “Prologue to the 
Next Decade.” 
Labor Takes Part 

A large number of labor spokes- 
men participated in a ep. Be 
series of workshops. 

They included Pres. Emeritus 
Charles F. McGowan of the Boiler 
Makers and Vice Pres. Elwood D. 
Swisher of the Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers, who spoke on ra- 
diation; Vice Pres. P. L. Siemiller 
of the Machinists; Pres. Harry 
Boyer of the Pennsylvania Indus- 
trial Union Council; Sec.-Treas. 
Neil C. Sherburne of the Minnesota 
AFL-CIO Federation of Labor; As- 
sistant Dir. Clinton Fair of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Social Security, 
and Lloyd D. Utter, director of 
the UAW Industrial Health and 
Safety Division. 


Clot Firm 
Locks Out 500 


In Montreal 


Montreal — Some 500 employes 
have been locked out by Hyde 
Park Clothes, Ltd., as the result 
of an organizing drive by the Cloth- 
ing Workers, the union has charged. 

Picket lines were established — 
with the pickets singing French 
songs—after the company had 
discharged several workers de- 
spite a union-obtained injunction 
restraining the firm from “threat- 
ening and coercing” its employes 
in their relations with the ACW. 

The union signed up a clear 
majority of the employes, who paid 
advance dues as Quebec law re- 
quires, over the last few months, 
and filed a petition for certifica- 
tion with the Quebec Labor Rela- 
tions Board early im February. 
The company promptly went into 
Superior Court and obtained an 
injunction which prohibits. the 
QLRB from taking any action in 
the dispute. 


Record of Anti-Unionism 
It has now obtained another in- 
junction aimed at halting picketing 
and enjoining even the “encourage- 
ment and stimulation” of its locked- 
out employes. The firm has a rec- 
ord of anti-unionism going back to 
the early days of the century. 
Pres. Claude Jodoin of the Ca- 
nadian Labor Congress has called 
on the entire Canadian labor move- 
ment to support the workers and 
the ACW. ; 


Engineers Revoke 
Five Trusteeships 


Washington—The new _leader- 
ship of the Operating Engineers 
has revoked trusteeships over five 
locals with a total of 6,500 mem- 
bers, Pres. Joseph J. Delaney has 
announced. 

They are Stationary Engineers 
Local 94, New York, with 2,200 
members; Hoisting and Portable 


ington, N. Y., 350 members; Hoist- 
ing and Portable Engineers Local 
410, Binghamton, N. Y., 450 mem- 
bers; Hoisting and Portable Engi- 
neers Local 98, Springfield, Mass., 
2,900 members; and Hoisting and 
Portable Engineers Local 377, 
Great Falls, Mont., 550 members. 
Delaney took office Feb. 14 fol- 
lowing the resignation of former 
Pres. William E. Maloney, who had 
been accused of misusing union 
funds and exercising autocratic 
power over the union in testimony 
before the McClellan Committee. 


relinquished its certificates. 


LIST OF ASSETS of the former Michigan State Federation of 
Labor is formally turned over to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany by 
Patrick F. McCartney (left), AFL-CIO organizer in Michigan, and 
Ray Rappaort, attorney who handled case for the AFL-CIO.. The - 
former federation withheld the assets at the time of the formation 
of the Michigan AFL-CIO. 


Engineers Local 136, Port Wash-| 


FCC Member Admits 
Industry Paid Bills 


A member of the Federal Communications Commission -who 
admitted he had let the broadcasting industry pick up some of his 
hotel tabs while he collected expenses from the government 
staunchly defended himself against charges of wrongdoing before 
the House Subcommittee on Legislative Oversight. Rosel H. Hyde, 


the FCC’s senior member, chal-% 
lenged the subcommittee to find 
any “impropriety” in the fact that 
he had taken a total of $192 in 
government expense money for 
five “official” trips, four of them 
to industry conventions at which 
the industry listed payments of 
$265 for his hotel bills. 


He still insisted he had done 
nothing amiss after Subcom- 
mittee Chairman Oren Harris 
(D-Ark.) read into the record a 
ruling by Comptroller General 
Joseph Campbell that it is a 
“penal” offense for a government 
official te permit outsiders to pay 
his hotel bills when he is on 
government duty. 

Hyde called it “outrageous” to 
apply the ruling to an action taken 

under a former and conflicting 
opinion. Rep. Charles A. Wolver- 
ton (R-N. J.) agreed with him and 
praised Hyde’s “honesty.” 

Hyde also testified he had never 
heard any complaint from former 
Commissioner Richard A. Mack, 
who resigned under fire two weeks 
ago, about “pressure” brought on 
him in connection with the Miami 
Channel 10 award, which touched 
off the subcommittee’s investiga- 
tion. 

Hyde is a Republican named 
to the FCC in 1946 by former 
Pres. Truman. 


USIA Workers Get 
Provisional Charter 


A provisional charter as 
Lodge 1812 of the American 
Federation of Government 
Employes has been granted 
to U.S. Information Agency 
workers. 

Officers of the new lodge 
include Bernard Wiesman, 
USIA adviser on labor and 
minorities affairs, president; 
Liston Oak, Voice of America 
labor editor, first vice presi- 
dent; Albert E. Hemsing, sec- 
ond vice president; Madeline 
Knotts, secretary; Frances | 
Hoggard, assistant secretary, 
and Bert L. Werner, treasurer. 
W. J. Caldwell is sergeant at 
arms. 

The constitution of the 
lodge includes provision for 
_membership of USIA em- 
’ ployes in overseas posts. 


Earlier, the subcommittee at 
great length questioned Milt 
Dean Hill, public relations man 
for National Airlines, which got 
the Channel 10 award through ~ 
a subsidiary, about a $2.40 tele- 
phone call on Dec. 19, 1956, to 
Charles Steadman, a Cleveland 
lawyer. Steadman was supposed 
to be “closest” to George C. 
McConnaughey, Republican who 
was then FCC chairman, and to 
be “keeping close” to him on 
the case. 

Hill said he did not recall what 
the phone call was about, and that 
he had listed it as a TV channel 
award expense item because he 
was pressed for an explanation by 
an officer of National Airlines. 


Highway Signs 
Ban Held Bar 
To More Jobs 


Washington — Pending bills to 
prohibit outdoor advertising on the 
41,000-mile interstate highway sys- 
tem would “outlaw” job opportu- 
nities for many thousands of work- 
ers, Bryce Holcombe, general or- 
ganizer for the Painters, told a 
Senate Public Works subcommit- 
tee. 

Would Hurt Union ‘Labor 

Declaring that the proposed pro- 
hibition concerns the AFL-CIO and 
constituent unions because it “raises 
the possibility of unemployment,” 
Holcombe added: “When we are 
confronted with the unprecedented 
step of prohibiting an industry that 
employs union labor, we have a 
moral obligation to speak out.” 

Holcombe said he found it 
| “hard to reconcile” the calling of 

a hearing to accelerate a public © 

works program with the pro- 
posals to “outlaw work opportu- 
nities under free enterprise.” 

Under the proposed bills, the 
federal government would offer the 
states up to $1.5 billion in “in- 
ducements” to adopt and enforce 
the ban. 

A resolution adopted by the 
AFL-CIO convention last Decem- 
ber pointed out that “the defray- 
ing of such costs most certainly 
must detract from the sums other- 
wise available to the fundamental 
proposition of laying down the 
greatest mileage of roadways, in 
the least time and at the lowest 


possible costs.” : 
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Page Eight 

Meany 
Majority View 
Is Denounced 


By McNamara 


(Continued from Page 1) 


democratic procedures,” misuse of 
union funds, violence to an extent 


that may “justifiably be labeled a| , 


crime against the community,” 
abuse of organizational picketing, 


abuse of power ‘in trusteeships, in-| 


filtration of unions “sometimes at 
high levels” by 
hoodlums,” and a “dubious role” 
played by some lawyers “in their 
relationships” with some union 
officials. : 

Management Collusion Blamed 
- Management and some union 
officials were blamed for engaging 
“extensively in collusion” to enrich 
_ themselves by exploiting workers 
and controlling competition. 

A “no man’s land” was discov- 
ered in which workers were ex- 
ploited “because employers had no 
recourse” to the National Labor 
Relations Board or any state 
agency, the report said. And in 
some cases “rampant violénce” has 
existed because law enforcement 
officers “have been lax” in han- 
dling cases arising from labor- 
Management disputes. 

The report said that “certain 
managements and their agents” 

have violated the Taft-Hartley 
Act by employing labor spies, 
organizing company unions and 
breaking legitimate unions. 


On this basis the report recom- 
mended legislative action to regu- 
late pension, health and welfare 
funds and to regulate union dues 
money, to promote union democ- 
Tracy, to “curb activities of middle- 
men” in labor-management rcta- 
tions and to “clarify” the “no man’s 
land.” 


More Recommendations Later 

“Further legislative recommen- 
dations” would be presented later, 
the report said. 


McNamara ina statement of in- 
dividual views filed a point-by-point 
dissent that ridiculed the language 
and to some extent the “overall 
conclusions” of the report. 

On the “stolen or misused $10 
million,” McNamara said, there 
is “nowhere any explanation” of 
how the figure was reached, and 
the further claim that this repre- 
sented $5 “taken from the pock- 
ets” of each member of the 
unions studied was “statistical 
perversion” reduced to a “ridicu- 


Easter Seal Appeal 
Backed by Barbers 


Chicago—Barbers in near- 
ly 10,000 union shops 
throughout the nation will 
display special posters and 
coinboards in support of the 
1958 Easter Seal appeal for 
crippled children. 

The Barbers will be work- 
ing to increase the total of 
$175,000 raised since 1953 
through similar special events 
for state and local Easter 
Seal societies affiliated with 
the National Society for Crip- 
pled Children and Adults. 

Funds raised the 
efforts of the Barbers have 
provided special camping, 
wheelchairs, braces and 
equipment for hundreds of 
handicapped youngsters. 

ing the project, Bar- 
ber’s Union Pres. William C. 
Birthright urged all union 
barbers to “do our part to 
help crippled children in our 
home communities through 
this important project under- 
taken voluntarily by union 
barbers throughout the na- 
tion.” 


Hits Bias in Probers 


Reuther Cites Kohler 
For Strike Violence 


5p Me 


“gangsters and| im 


‘I Stand for 


The “colorful language and 
some of the findings” of the report 
“are more related to the old Police 
Gazette than to a supposedly ob- 
jective” congressional document, 
the Michigan Democrat said. 


Picture Grossly Distorted 

The committee’s - “qualifying 
phrases will be too easily ignored” 
in view of hearings that previously 
had given a “grossly discolored 
and distorted picture” of the way 
unions actually function, he stated. 

It might be “too much” to ask 
the committee to “give equal 
publicity to clean and honest 
unions,” he continued, but it was 
“not too much to ask” that it 
“fairly inform the public of the 
many steps” taken by labor be- 
fore the committee existed to 
“deal with improper activities in 
its ranks.” 

The AFL-CIO had expelled un- 
ions adjudged guilty of corrupt 
influence, McNamara said, and 
this is in “sharp contrast” to the 
reactions of management to _“‘evi- 
dences of unethical activities.” “It 
is my understanding,” he declared, 
that “few, if any,” of the long list 
of business clients of Nathan W.: 
Shefferman’s union - busting firm 
“dropped his services after the na- 
ture of his operation was exposed.” 


Meany Cites Shortcomings 

Meany’s statement, issued after 
the McClellan report was discussed 
by the AFL-CIO Executive Com- 
mittee, reported that the document 
had the net effect of ignoring “the 
great strides the labor movement 
has made to clean its own house.” 

“While the committee has gra- 
tuitously insulted the entire labor 
movement,” he said, “it has 
carefully avoided a similar in- 
dictment of management which 
has done nothing to eliminate 
evil from its own ranks.” 

On the committee’s listing of five 
“areas” in, which it recommended 
legislation, Meany commented: 

Long before the McClellan unit 
|was established, the “trade union 
movement pleaded for enactment 
of disclosure legislation in the field 
of pension and welfare plans.” 
There is a committee “inference” 


Steelworkers Defeat 
Mine-Mill in Ontario 


Red Lake, Ont.—The Steelwork- 
ers have knocked the Communist- 
dominated Mine, Mill & Smelter 
Workers out of bargaining rights 
at another mine, the Madsen-Red 
Lake Mines near here. 

The USWA polled 221 votes to 
67 for retaining Mine-Mill. The 
victory was the Steelworker’s first 
in this northwestern Ontario mining 
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the Rights of Labor!’ 
lous state” in relation to a 15- 
year period covered. 


that “management generally” sup- 
ports such a plan, but the fact is 
that “legislation has been blocked 
by opposition of employer groups 
and the insurance lobby.” 

“Every member” of the McClel- 
lan committee “is fully aware of 
this opposition,” he charged. 

On protection of union funds, 
Meany said, the AFL-CIO has sup- 
ported a resolution already passed 
in the Senate and pending action in 
the House to “make public union 
financial statements now required 
under the Taft-Hartley Act.” 

On union democracy, he 
pointed out, “the AFL-CIO has 
adopted codes of ethical prac- 
tices”. and .ordered these -codes. 
“to become mandatory as of 
Apr. 15, 1958.” Yet the “trade 
union movement is -singled out 
for a sensational smear” despite 
the fact that the McClellan group 
has “exposed unethical practices 
of business and unethical actions 
of some lawyers” and no clean- 
up action “has been taken by 
business or the bar association.” 

Of the committee’s “concern 
with curbing the activities of mid- 
dlemen,” Meany branded it a 
“clear attempt to absolve employ- 
ers who are bribe-givers.” 


Ignore Shefferman’s Clients 
Shefferman’s clients “knew what 
he was doing” and “paid for what 


not investigated his list of clients 
to see how many, if any, have can- 
celled their contracts after his ne- 
farious activities were disclosed.” 

The committee’s concern with 
what it calls the “no man’s land” 
of labor-management relations “de- 
serves no comment,” Meany said, 
because “it is clearly not in the 
committee’s jurisdiction” and “no 
evidence on this point has been put 
forward.” 


they got,” yet the committee “has | 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tempted kidnapping and shotgun 
blasts. 


“After all the violence every 
problem is still there, only the 
problems are harder to work 
out,” he said. 

“But strikes do not take place in 
a vacuum. The bitterness and 
hatred that divided the commu- 
nity” of Sheboygan, Wis., he said, 
were the “by-product of the pat- 
tern of violence” created- by the 
company in strikes as far back as 
1-897 and as recently as 1934, when 
two strikers were killed and 47 


\W| others shot while fleeing company 
| guards. 


Reuther got his chance before 
the committee after Herbert V. 
Kohler, company president, testi- 
fied he would not bargain with the 
UAW for a contract because the 
‘union “no longer represented a 
majority” in the plant. 

Thinks Union “Lost” 

Asked by Sen. Barry Goldwater 
(R-Ariz.) if the union had “lost” 
the strike, Kohler replied: 

“I have to be a little modest 
about it. I think they’ve lost.” 

Asked by Chairman John L. Mc- 
Clellan (D-Ark.) whether the com- 
pany had engaged in “any improper 
practices,” Kohler said, “No, sir.” 

Asked if the company “bar- 
gained at all times in good faith,” 
he replied, “Yes, sir.” 

An NLRB trial examiner’s re- 
port has branded the company 
guilty of unfair labor practices. 

Reuther told the committee he 
had “taken to bed at night” the 
problems of the Kohler strikers. 

“We knew when we were certi- 
fied (1952) that we had a hard 
problem,” he said. 

“We asked the Kohler workers 
not to strike in 1953 when they 
voted a walkout (on a wage re- 
opener clause) but to nurse this 
thing along:” 

The UAW and the automotive 
industry had “begun battling,” he 
said. “Twenty years ago when 
there were company spies, private 


‘Work? Move Again 
Killed in Kentucky 


Frankfort, Ky.—The third 
consecutive Kentucky Legis- 
lature which failed to act on 
a so-called “right - to - work” 
proposal has adjourned not 
to meet again until 1960. 

One bill was reported out 
favorably by the Senate Rules 
Committee, but never got to 
a vote on the floor. A House 
measure was killed in com- 
mittee. 
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arsenals, underworld thugs, but 
worked it out,” he added. 
“Now we have more mature, 
more responsible industrial relaq/ 
tions,” which he pointed out had@ 
been called by business publica-@ 
tions” peace treaties instead of} 
an armed truce. “We hoped? 
for the same kind of thing at) 
Kohler.” 
But the company, he charged# 
“prepared for war” even during itga™ 
first UAW contract by “increasing@ 
its private arsenal, its stocks off 
guns and tear gas. : 


Cites NLRB Report 
In a formal statement filed witht 
the committee—the same statement 
Republican senators blocked him 
from presenting five weeks earlien™ 
—Reuther spelled out his accusasm™ 
tions against the Kohler Co. and@ 
recommended five changes in thé 
laws to prohibit conduct it engaged 
in. 
He. quoted the NLRB trial ex 
aminer as having found that them 
“futility” of bargaining was due tow 
the company’s efforts to “avoid@ 
agreement,” to “teach the union 4 
lesson,” to reduce the union to@ 
“impotency” as a bargaining reps 
resentative. 
On changes in the laws he made) 
these recommendations: 
e That the Taft-Hartley Act bem 
amended to remove the “union 
busting” provisions that bar “fired 
strikers from voting in NLRB elec y 
tions. =a 
e That “preparation” for vio 
lence, such as Kohler’s stocking of 
arms, be made unlawful. 
er ae ee ee 
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e That NLRB processes bem 
speeded up and that the general 
counsel be “directed” to seek in 
junctions against flagrant and de 
liberate employer unfair labor prac 
tices. Such mandatory action by 
the peneral counsel now is largely@ 
confined to action against unions. 


e That the government adopt ag 
a policy that it will not reward 
strikebound companies with feder™ 
al contracts. nies, 7 

e That a company be prohibited® 
from hiring “strangers” and othef 
outsiders to take the jobs of its owi] 


ACLU’s ‘Labor Bill of Rights’ 
Parallels AFL-CIO Ethics Codes 


The American Civil Liberties Union has proposed a labor “bill of rights” closely paralleling the) 
Codes of Ethical Practices adopted by the AFL-CIO. : = : ; 

In releasing the statement, the ACLU congratulated the AFL-CIO and its Ethical Practices Com- 7 
mittee for demonstrating its determination “to eliminate practices which have heaped so much] 


> 


employes who have struck. 


criticism on (labor) officials.” 

The statement covers six sections 
dealing with freedom of speech and 
assembly, freedom of elections and 
balloting, trusteeships and local un- 
ion .rights, accounting of union 
funds, equal treatment by the un- 
ion and due process within the 
union. 


In a letter to AFL-CIO Pres. 
“George Meany and international 
union presidents, the ACLU said 


area, 


its statement was motivated by a 


desire to aid unions in eliminat- 
ing abuses. ‘ 

_ At the February meeting of the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council, 
Meany announced a letter was 
going out to all affiliates calling for 
full compliance with the six ethi- 
cal practices codes ratified by the 
1957 convention. The letter called 
for action by Apr. 15, 1958, to 
change union rules and_ regulations 
necessary to bring about compli- 


ance or for indications of pro- 


posals to be placed before conven @ 
tions for action. q 
The Meany letter paid particular 
stress on Code Six pertaining 10% 
union democratic practices. i” 
The New York Times, comment-@ 
ing editorially on the ACLU pro-] 
posals, noted that most of the pro-@ 
visions paralleled the AFL-CIO 
codes, adding that “it is even more | 
pertinent in the case of unions 
which are outside the AFL-CIO¥ 


codes. 


and are not bound by its ethical 
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